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COURSE SYLLABUS

PURPOSE

Welcome to Studio Topics.  Your very presence in this course shows you are ready to make the deepest level of commitment to your creative artistic practice to date at Clark University, perhaps longer.  Our purpose here is simple in theory but difficult in execution, thus the reason why I like to consider this “our” challenge and something “we” are involved in collectively.  I expect a strong work ethic and respect for your practice and that of your fellow students.  So then, our goal this semester is to accomplish the following:

· Develop a sense of discipline that is driven by motivations and personal principles found outside an academically driven mindset.

· Go beyond pedagogical and mentoring influences and strive to find creative content specific to your personal voice, ideals, concerns, beliefs and interests.  

· Discover how your personal voice relates to issues of the day, both socially and artistically.  Often, this means keeping eyes and ears open to non-art topics.

· Become comfortable in an environment where criticism is given and taken as a means to further one’s understanding of how others approach your work and vice versa.  A subtle facet of this is to learn to take criticisms in “learning/listening” mode rather than “defense/offense” mode.

· Hone and refine studio skills learned in previous courses as well as acquire new skills to complement the expressive needs of ongoing projects.

THE CONTRACT

On our second week we will hold a class-wide critique in order to get a sense of where everyone stands.  On that day you are also required to deliver to me, in writing, your semester goals contract.  This contract should contain the following information:

· What do you intend to accomplish this semester?  I know it’s hard at this point to know where your work is going, but it’s time to get your brain and fingers moving.  December comes fast.

· What are your weekly studio plans going to look like?  This is an important step in recognizing how your other commitments may affect your work habits.  Now is the time to resolve conflicts!

· What additional skills would you like to acquire?  What resources do you need access to?  We can work together to setup meetings with studio faculty and TAs.

· What are your intentions for next semester?  If your end goal is to progress into Senior Thesis then we need to recognize and discuss the reality of who makes it and who doesn’t. 

· Where do you see yourself in 2 years?  In 5 years?

EXPECTATIONS

1. Independent Work:  The core of our mission in Studio Topics is self-discipline.  Given that our in-class meetings will be spent looking at work and discussing various topics, you are flat out expected to spend a significant amount of time in your week working independently.  In order to accomplish anything of significance this semester I suggest setting aside a minimum of 10 hours per week.  This time may be spent in your studio, researching topics in the library, hashing out ideas in your sketchbook or journal, etc.  Regardless, the point is to stay continually focused.
2. In-Class Activities:  About half of each Wednesday meeting will be spent critiquing work.  The other half will be used to discuss topics and artists relevant to the creative process or do group exercises.  We will occasionally take field trips or have a visiting speaker.  I expect you to participate fully in all of the following activities:
a. Show work every other week in class according to your assigned schedule (week A or week B).  Work in progress can be shown as long as progression is evident.  If you need to switch your week for any reason you must make arrangements with a fellow student to swap – we have a big class so no exceptions!

b. Each week a different student will bring in material based on that week’s discussion topic.  Be prepared to present and generate discussion.  We will decide these topics as a group and assign them by sign-up sheet.
c. For some weeks I will assign creative projects do be done in groups or individually.  These are not intended to take focus away from your primary creative direction, but instead are meant to get you thinking in alternative ways.
d. Attendance is mandatory and any absences must be cleared with me.  Contribute - while in class we should know you’re there.  Remember that your participation is for the collective benefit of the group as well as your own.
3. Individual Meetings:  In addition to attending our Wednesday sessions, you must also meet with me individually for about 20 minutes every other week.  This time is great for discussing challenges you might be facing personally or artistically, skills you need to acquire, contacts we need to arrange, equipment access, etc.  Sometime around week 5 and 10 we will discuss your class standing (AKA grade) and semester progress based on our contract.  This will be done based on the week A / week B system, opposite the in-class schedule.  Sign-up sheets will be used to assign specific times.  Again, if you need to switch your week you must swap with a fellow student.
4. End of Semester:  The culminating project for Studio Topics is the presentation of a significant project representing your semester-long efforts.  This project must be accompanied by a thoughtful, well written artist statement detailing your motivations, process, etc.  You are also required to review and write a critical evaluation of another student’s work.  During reading week (after 12/7) you will then “defend” this work before an audience that will include myself, the student who reviewed your work, and possibly other studio art faculty.
STUDIO POLICY

Having assigned studio space is a privilege in Senior Thesis, not a right.  Given the size and dynamic of each class, it is likely that some students will not be accommodated.  Need is determined by medium, material needs, and whether or not alternative spaces can be used.

Security is a major concern in the senior studios.  Do not leave anything of value in your space.  Petty theft seems to occur every year (especially so for radios, CD players, computer equipment, etc.)  Lock things up or take them home.  Anybody found taking, vandalizing, or in any way tampering with another student’s belongings (and especially work) without permission will be booted from their space, period.

Starting this year we also have a new key policy.  There are two options.  Option A is that you sign a key out from campus police for access.  Option B is that you sign a contract with Tina and get your own key.  If you fail to return your key at the end of the semester you will be charged for re-keying the entire building.

Note: You are not allowed to put locks on any interior doors in the senior studio spaces for fire hazard reasons.  If you decide to put a lock on a cabinet, etc, please clear it with me first and make sure I get a copy of the key.

TEACHER AVAILABILITY

In addition to the normal class times and individual meetings, I will officially be available in the photo office from 3-4pm on Mondays and Thursday for office hours (I am usually around much more).  Please do not hesitate to reach me through email.  You can also call my cell phone if you need immediate assistance.

Let’s face it; the teacher doesn’t always know the answer.  If there is something you don’t know that I don’t know, we can work together to find an answer to your question.  I encourage you to push the boundaries of your knowledge and grow beyond the basic outline of this course; it benefits your fellow students and usually me too!

